Journal of Sociolinguistics

Open Access

Winter (2025), Volume 8 (New series volume), Issue 1, Serial 29: 87-106

DOLI:

ORIGINAL ARTICLE

Structural metaphor of ethical concepts in Saadi's Bostan

Maryam Zamani'iD

Assistant  Professor of Persian
Language and Literature, at Payame
Noor University, Tehran, Iran.

Correspondence:

Maryam Zamani
Email: maryamzamani@pnu.ac.ir

Received: 31/May/2024
Revised: 22/Aug/2024
Accepted: 04/Jan/2025

How to cite:

Zamani, M. (2025). Structural metaphor
of ethical concepts in Saadi's Bostan,
Journal of Sociolinguistics, 8 (29), 87-
106.

(DOI:10.30473/i1.2025.70936.1641)

ABSTRACT

concepts do not have a clear structure in the human mind, and it cannot be fully
understood from its components. To understand these concepts, the mind uses
the concrete and objective domain that have a clear structure. From the point of
view of cognitive linguistics, this process of formation of metaphor is a concept
in which metaphor is a tool for understanding and cognition, and it is distant
from its function in literary industries Based on the theoretical basis of Likoff
and Johnson's conceptual metaphor, this research investigates the metaphorical
structure of expressing moral issues in Bostan Saadi and how her intellectual
representation is in this context. The method of the present research is descriptive
and analytical and the method of data collection is the examination of all the
texts of the poems of Bostan Saadi's book. Based on the data analysis, Saadi has
used the material elements of culture and civilization, the tools and means of
daily life of her time, such as tools, hunting, and ruling, in the explanation of
moral concepts; Among the natural elements, "plants" are more widely used than
other domain of nature.
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Introduction

The new researches that have been carried out in the last few decades by linguists and
philosophers, about the concept of metaphor, led to a new definition of metaphor, in this new
approach, metaphor is not only considered as a literary and linguistic concept; Rather, it has a
special place in new linguistics as a tool for representing mental processes in language. By
publishing the book "Metaphors We Live With" and presenting a lot of evidence, Lakoff and
Johnson showed that metaphor is not only used as a literary technique and for the arrangement
of words, but it is the foundation of cognition and thought. In the same way, the present study
tries to investigate the metaphor of moral concepts in Saadi Bostan specifically by focusing on
the theory of Lakoff and Johnson and specifically the conceptual metaphor of a structural type.
In this way, we first identified the conceptual metaphors of the structural type of the field of
ethics from Bostan Saadi, then we categorized and analyzed them based on the classification of
conceptual metaphors by Lakoff and Johnson.

Method

This research has been carried out using a library method (descriptive-analytical). In this way,
we first identified the conceptual metaphors of the structural type of the field of ethics from
Bostan Saadi, then we categorized and analyzed them based on the classification of conceptual
metaphors by Lakoff and Johnson. The 11th edition of Bostan Saadi edited by Gholamhossein
Yousefi, which was published in 1391 by Kharazmi publication is the basis of our work in this
article.

Finding

According to Lakoff and Johnson's classification and among the 212 conceptual metaphors of
the structural type that were found in Bostan, 23 macro-metaphors can be seen from different
source domain, each of which includes sub-branches of the same collection for example, the
tool that is the most used domain includes twenty subcategories such as basket, bag, lasso, etc.,
and plants with 14 different mapping names in 23 metaphors have four subcategories: seed,
root, tree, and branch.

Results & Conclusion

According to the findings of the research and looking at the choice of words in the domain of
source and target, we can point out the influence of geographical, cultural and social conditions
on the way of knowing the world and creating conceptual metaphors in different linguistic and
literary periods.
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4. Ontological metaphor.
S. Entity and Substance
6. Container

7. Personification

8. Structural metaphor.
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1. Source domain.
2. Target domain.
3. Directional metaphor.
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1. Image Metaphors.
2. Mega metaphors.
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