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ABSTRACT

The role of media networks in managing and strengthening the status of
sports activities and guiding people towards sports is undeniable. This
study aimed to investigate the content of sports radio network programs
and quality improvement strategies. This research was a descriptive and
content-analysis type. The statistical community was dedicated to Iranian
sports radio network programs. For analysis, the programs broadcast from
April 21 to May 21, 2023, were selected as a total number.

The findings of the research were placed in two main categories and
eleven sub-categories; the category "content review of sports radio
network program" has two "function-based" sub-categories and "goal-
oriented.” Four subcategories of news, entertainment, awareness, and
criticism related to the "function-based"” subcategory and three
subcategories of women, specialized fields, and age groups related to the
"purpose-based" subcategory were reported. Also, the other category
included "quality strategies," and this category had two sub-categories:
"related to the media” and "related to organizations and government
officials."

In general, the results showed that the coverage of the sports radio
network was more in the news and entertainment group than in the
information and criticism group. Therefore, it is necessary to carry out
special planning in line with public/recreational sports programs,
programs related to women in sports, andprograms suitable for other age
groups, especially children and veterans, by policymakers and experts in
this field.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The strategic plan for sports development in Iran establishes a vital four-level pyramid that underscores the
progression of sports. This structured approach emphasizes sports for all development, educational sports
development, championship sports development, and professional sports development at the top. Sport’s
governing bodies, media, and scientific sports institutions have better leverage it to conduct their strategies
and ensure that their activities and resources effectively align with these specialized goals.

At the same time, the media’s role is crucial; it serves as a watchdog, promotes social cohesion, preserves
cultural heritage, and provides valuable education and entertainment while enriching leisure time. Sports
media, including Radio Sports—the pioneering sports radio network in Iran—plays an indispensable role in
this ecosystem. It is dedicated to producing compelling content that can influence public perception and steer
audiences toward essential issues, all in line with the ambitious objectives of the sports development
document. While recent research highlights the overwhelming focus on football in sports media, we
recognize that the content of sports radio programs has yet to undergo systematic analysis. Thus, this study is
imperative as it aims to thoroughly examine and compare the programming on the sports radio network and
provide insightful suggestions for enhancing quality and effectiveness.

Methods

The method of conducting the present study was applied in terms of type and qualitative in terms of nature,
and a content analysis approach was used, which was performed with a deductive approach. The statistical
population included all-sports radio network programs in Iran Sound and New Media Radio software. The
study sample included sports radio network programs over one month, in which the content of the programs
was evaluated and studied from the total sampling. Data collection was carried out purposefully, and their
analysis was conducted simultaneously. In addition, the seven-step Claise method was used to collect data.
The researcher examined items such as peer review through coding to validate the findings, then modified
and confirmed by experts.

Results

Chart 1 shows that the sports radio network programs are most active in entertainment-heroism and
entertainment information, while their activity in criticism, review, and awareness raising is minimal.
Additionally, these programs cover no educational sports areas, such as entertainment, news, awareness
raising, criticism, and review.

criticism

awareness raising

entertainment

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35
H heroism M professional sports educational public sports
Chart 1. Scope of Activities of Radio Sports Network Programs

Chart 2. Fifty percent of the programs dealt with championship sports, 39 percent with public sports, 11
percent with  professional sports, and none consistently covered educational  topics.
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Chart 2. Sports Development and Its Levels (Public, Educational, Professional, and Championship)

Conclusion

The results indicate that the highest percentage of programming is focused on entertainment, while the lowest
is on criticism and reviews. More attention should be given to developing critical programs to enhance
viewer engagement and build trust in sports. Additionally, over half of the programs focus on championship
sports; therefore, it is essential to establish a better balance in content production, especially considering the
significance of promoting grassroots sports. Furthermore, most sports programs predominantly feature
football. Creating appealing content about public sports and other medal-winning disciplines is essential to
foster the growth of diverse sports. There is also a notable lack of coverage for women’s sports. Since private
sector sponsors are not sufficiently supporting women’s sports in the country, Sports Radio is expected to

play a crucial role in promoting the development of women's sports by producing dedicated content.
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Chart 2. Scope of activities of sports radio network programs
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