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ABSTRACT

The popular slogans of the Iranian Islamic Revolution, as linguistic
manifestations of resistance and reflections of social discourse, contain diverse
elements of folk culture whose analysis can lead to a deeper understanding of the
linguistic, ideological, and cultural mechanisms of that period. The aim of this
study is to analyze colloquial language in the slogans and wall writings of the
Islamic Revolution, drawing on Michel Foucault’s power—knowledge discourse
theory and Norman Fairclough’s three-layer framework of critical discourse
analysis. The methodology is qualitative and quantitative, using a descriptive—
analytical approach. The corpus under examination includes 301 samples of
slogans and wall writings from the revolutionary period, analyzed based on six
main indicators of folk culture (taboo, conversational speech, folk poems, curses,
popular beliefs, and proverbs). The findings indicate that colloquial language
was not only a means of expressing immediate emotions, but also a discursive
tool for redefining political legitimacy and cultural resistance. The analysis
shows that by appropriating colloquial language, the people formed a kind of
bottom-up resistance discourse through which they were able to challenge the
official narrative of power. In this discourse, body language, humor, children,
and women also entered the political arena, producing—in Foucauldian terms—a
form of power emerging from below.
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Introduction

The slogans of the Iranian Islamic Revolution, as one of the most dynamic linguistic
manifestations of resistance, provide a valuable framework for understanding the interaction
between language, power, and popular culture. Emerging from the everyday speech of ordinary
people, these slogans not only voiced emotional outcry but also functioned as discursive tools
for redefining legitimacy and constructing collective identity. Drawing upon Michel Foucault’s
theory of power/knowledge discourse and Norman Fairclough’s three-dimensional model of
Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA), this study investigates how vernacular and popular language
functioned as mechanisms of ideological resistance and cultural expression during the
revolutionary period.

Method

The research employs a descriptive-analytical design with both qualitative and quantitative
approaches. The corpus consists of 301 slogans and graffiti collected from historical documents
and visual archives related to the Islamic Revolution. These samples were categorized according
to six indicators of popular culture: taboo expressions, colloquial speech, folk poetry, curses,
folk beliefs, and proverbs. The data were analyzed at three levels—textual, discursive, and
social—following Fairclough’s CDA framework. Reliability and validity were ensured through
conceptual triangulation and expert review.

Findings

Results indicate that more than half of the analyzed slogans and graffiti contained linguistic
taboos, colloquial phrases, or vulgar expressions, reflecting an intentional departure from formal
and institutionalized language. Such verbal defiance created a space of resistance where
marginalized voices entered political discourse. Elements of children’s rhymes, proverbs, and
folk beliefs further reinforced this popular counter-discourse by symbolically inverting the
language of power. In Foucauldian terms, these linguistic practices represent “micro-
resistances,” where language becomes a site of power reversal and the people reclaim their right
to define meaning through humor, irony, and the body.

Results & Conclusion

The slogans of the Islamic Revolution were not merely tools for expressing emotions or
conveying political messages; rather, within the theoretical framework of Michel Foucault’s
power—knowledge discourse and Norman Fairclough’s Critical Discourse Analysis, they can be
understood as linguistic and social acts that played a crucial role in shaping the sub-discourse of
popular resistance. These slogans, drawing upon elements of popular culture—such as taboo,
colloquial speech, children’s rhymes, curses, folk beliefs, and proverbs—reached a level of
discourse that transcended mere political propaganda and moved toward the redefinition of
power, legitimacy, and social identity.Discourse analysis based on Fairclough’s three levels
revealed that vernacular language in revolutionary slogans had a multilayered function: at the
textual level, it was simple, rthythmic, and repetitive, encouraging collective participation; at the
discursive level, it was collectively produced, oral, and street-based; and at the social level, it
reflected structures of resistance against the existing political order. Accordingly, vernacular
language was not a marginal or trivial register but a political language that, through the use of
humor, curses, children’s verse, and proverbs, mocked the official discourse and overturned the
regime’s legitimacy. This study demonstrates that the Islamic Revolution, beyond its political
dimension, was also a linguistic confrontation between two discourses: the official language of
power and the popular language of resistance. The present analysis shows that vernacular
language, by creating new spaces of speech and interaction, led to the reconstruction of meaning
and the redefinition of power, offering a conceptual model for studying grassroots discourses in
other social movements of contemporary Iran.
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