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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to identify the challenges, requirements, and executive
components of school-based governance from the perspective of elementary school
principals in Meshkinshahr. The research method was a mixed exploratory,
conducted using semi-structured interviews with 15 principals (qualitative part) and
a researcher-made questionnaire among 68 principals (quantitative part). Qualitative
data were analyzed with thematic analysis and quantitative data with SPSS-26
software. The findings showed that the implementation of school-based governance
faces structural, cultural, legal, human resources and management challenges. In the
quantitative part, the components of "educational leadership" ($=0.42), "structural
autonomy" (B=0.31) and "institutional participation" (B=0.27) were significantly
predictive of performance accountability (R?=0.52). Also, a significant difference
was observed in the views of government and non-government school principals (p
<0.05). The results indicate the necessity of structural reforms, empowering
managers and strengthening the participatory culture for the successful
implementation of school-based governance.
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