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ABSTRACT

Onomatopoeic words are words derived from environmental sounds that, by
creating sound associations, add to the richness of the speech and create sensory
and tangible images in the mind of the audience. Nahj al-Balagha, as the most
important written Shiite heritage after the Holy Quran, is full of literary and
rhetorical nuances such as onomatopoeic verbs. This diversity in usage adds to
both the rhetorical and aesthetic richness of the Imam's speech and provides a
platform for a deeper understanding of his concepts. This study, using a
descriptive-analytical method and based on a modern semantic approach,
examines the semantic domains of phonetic verbs in Nahj al-Balagha in order to
identify the origin of their production in the Imam's speech. The findings show
that Imam Ali (AS) used forty-eight nominal verbs (such as "scream", "hello",
"happen", "qalqal", "jaljal", etc.), They depict a wide range of human, animal,
and bird sounds, the sounds of objects colliding, and natural phenomena, most of
which originate from vocal organs such as the larynx, pharynx, and mouth, or
from nature.
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Introduction

Language is one of the most important means of communication which is deeply related to
sounds and prepares the ground for human interactions and conveying thoughts and feelings.
Since, in linguistics, knowledge of language systems is achievable merely through sounds,
phonetics is the starting point of language research. This knowledge which is known as
semantics seeks to investigate the relationship between sound and meaning and explicate the
rules and patterns governing their mutual impact, in formation of language concepts.
Accordingly, investigating semantic grounds of onomatopoeic verbs in NAHJ-UL-BALAGHE
under social linguistics is of great importance because the analysis of these verbs can convey
meaning to the interlocutor and will influence him more effectively. Therefore, this study
intends to investigate all onomatopoeic verbs in NAHJ-UL-BALAGHE to know in which
semantic fields these verbs have been used and what their origins are?

Methodology

This study is a fundamental one and uses a descriptive-analytical method based on a phonetic
semantics approach. Data were collected from library records and text of NAHJ-UL-
BALAGHE.

Research Procedures

First, onomatopoeic verbs were extracted from NAHJ-UL-BALAGHE. Then, they were
categorized based on information from reliable Arabic dictionaries and NAHJ-UL-BALAGHE
interpretations. Finally, the etymology and use of these verbs in Imam Ali’s speech were
investigated.

Findings
Imam Ali were able to convey many of ethical and social concepts using these verbs in a

tangible and influential manner. In NAHJ-UL-BALAGHE, 48 onomatopoeic verbs have been

used in five semantic fields:

1. Human sound: [sarakha], [anna], [Khanna], [na’ara], [ajja], [na’agha]

2. Animal sound: [hanna], [zajja], [hadava], hadara], ragha’a], [jarjara-sound of cammel],
[hamhama], [ja’ara], [ khavera-sound of cow], [yaherro],[ zajara- sound of dog]

3. Birds sound: [hatafa- sound of pigeon], [zagha’a- sound of crow]

4. Objects sound: [ghalghala- sound of key & lock], [sayaha-sound of wood breaking or cloth
tearing]

5. Natural Phenomenon sound: [jaljala- sound of thunder], [nashaja- sound of water stream]

Results

In NAHJ-UL-BALAGHE, onomatopoeic verbs have been used in five semantic fields namely
human, animals, birds, objects and natural sounds. The most frequent sound was that of animals
especially camel, indicating a deep linguistic and cultural relationship of Imam Ali with
ordinary life and his audience life experience. On the other hand, the origin of most verbs is
either articulatory organs (pharynx, palate, mouth) or natural elements. Imam Ali used these
verbs in the form of literary devices such as simile, metaphor, metonymy, irony and
personification in order to analyze and criticize individual and social behavior of hypocrites and
materialistic people like Borj-ibn-Mosahar, Moavieh, and Amroas. The application of these
verbs is not limited to the basic phonetic features and sound imitation. Rather, used in expanded
sematic meaning, these verbs are used to encourage or describe feelings such as pain, moan,
entreaty, passion, repentance, excitement and anger.
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