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ABSTRACT

Electricity distribution is the final stage of electricity delivery by electricity supply
entities. At this stage, the supply entities are responsible for the transmission and
distribution of electricity to subscribers and consumers within the scope of the
contract concluded for the transmission and transfer of electricity and have
contractual liability towards subscribers and are considered liable towards other
citizens and those who suffer losses from electricity distribution companies outside
the scope of the contract in the field of their activities, in terms of extra-contractual
liability or comﬂulsory liability, and are required to respond and, if necessary,
compensate for the damage. Of course, the determination of this liability in any legal
system is based on conditions. The present study, by applying a qualitative method
based on collecting information from library sources (documents) and an analytical-
descriptive method, in the form of a comparative study, attempts to examine some
instances that can create civil liability for electricity supply institutions at the
distribution stage in the two legal systems of Iran and the United States against
electricity consumers or subscribers, and to explain the effects governing the
establishment of this liability, which is compensation for financial and physical
damages. The findings of this study indicate that liability arising from "negligence
and failure to take preventive measures and security measures"”, "lack of care and
maintenance of facilities", "fire in equipment and electricity transmission and
distribution lines", "reduction of the voltage of the electricity input to the consumer's
meter (short-selling)", are examples of civil liability of supplying institutions at the
distribution stage In Iranian and American law. Establishing this liability has
consequences, the most important of which is compensation. In order to compensate
for the losses of electricity subscribers and consumers, in the United States,
mechanisms such as "compliance with defined standards and consequently
improving quality”, "service Puarantee" and "compensation payment" are on the
agenda, but in the Iranian legal system, only “compensation payment" is considered.
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