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High lights

- Future research in the area of accountability is expected to focus on emerging trends such as the impact of artificial
intelligence on the performance and assessment of accountability.

- It is expected that the impact of artificial intelligence and blockchain on the improvement of subsystems of the
accountability system will be considered.
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ABSTRACT

Objective: Today, public accountability is considered one of the main
responsibilities of governments. Based on the accountability responsibility,
governments are required to provide explanations and rational reasons regarding the
way in which financial and economic resources are provided and consumed; due to
the importance of the subject, a significant amount of research efforts in the field of
public sector accounting have been devoted to the development of literature in this
field.

Method: The research method of the present study includes the stages of organizing,
refining and analyzing the data set. In the first stage, published articles in the field
of accountability, transparency and responsiveness were collected from the Scopus
database between 1977 and 2025. In the second stage, monitoring documents and
articles and 2028 articles were selected to review the literature in this field and
finally, the scientometric analysis toolbox was used to review the articles.
VOSviewer software was also used to analyze the articles.

Findings: The findings indicate the existence of five main streams of research,
including the relationship between accounting science and accountability,
accountability assessment, disclosure adequacy (in order to assess how
accountability is performed), criticism and review of researchers' views and various
models of accountability performance and assessment. Analysis of the publication
trend of articles in the area of accountability shows a significant growth in the
publication of articles, such that 32 percent of all articles have been published in the
last 5 years. The results of the study indicate the entry of cryptocurrencies (Bitcoin),
artificial intelligence, financial technology (FinTech), and blockchain into the
literature of this field, and the allocation of 14 percent of all citations in the last 5
years to the aforementioned keywords indicates the increasing interest of researchers
in emerging research lines. Also, the central role of the keyword modern public
management in many articles is indicative of the impact of this paradigm on the
development of accountability.

Conclusion: It is expected that future research in the field of accountability will lean
towards emerging trends such as the impact of artificial intelligence on the
performance and assessment of accountability. The impact of artificial intelligence
and blockchain on the improvement of subsystems of the accountability system will
also be considered.
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Introduction

Today, in most countries of the world, we are
witnessing a growing effort to hold governments
accountable to their people. Accountability is
one of the fundamental principles of modern
governance in the present era, so that the success
of the best models of democratic government
depends on making the country's governing
body accountable to citizens and voters, and
without achieving this, they will be completely
ineffective.

Accountability means requiring a person to
explain and provide logical reasons for the
actions he has taken and the decisions he has
made. Accountability is an integral element of
the governance system in democratic societies
and is as old as democracy.

Considering the importance of fulfilling
and evaluating public accountability, it seems
necessary to analyze the literature on the
subject in this area in order to depict its
scientific advances, identify the level of
literature development, and also open new
paths for future research. Also, the large
volume of research conducted in this area
indicates the need to conduct review research
in order to analyze and summarize research
using review methods such as scientometric
analysis.

Methods & Material

This article is based on the approach of
literature  review using  scientometric
methodology. This methodology is a
quantitative literature review that maps the
intellectual structures and evolution of a given
academic field. Based on this, this method
provides data visualization and thematic
analysis to understand the content of studies in
the field of Accountability, as well as provide
useful insights for researchers in this field.
Key words for this aim are Accountability,
Transparency and Responsibility.

Findings
Based on the findings of the present study,
since the concept of "accountability”, the trend
of publications in this field has been upward.
The findings of the present study also
indicate the existence of five main streams of
research in the field of accountability, which are:
» The relationship between accounting
science and accountability
« Evaluating accountability
e Adequacy of disclosure in fulfilling
accountability  responsibility  and
minimum financial reporting
information
e Summarizing researchers' views on the
effects of fulfilling and evaluating
accountability responsibility
» Types of models of fulfilling and
evaluating accountability responsibility

Conclusion

The results of the present study indicate the
entry of cryptocurrencies (Bitcoin), artificial
intelligence, financial technology (FinTech)
and blockchain into the literature on
accountability  responsibility and  the
increasing interest of researchers in this line of
research, as well as the central role of the
keyword "modern public management” in
many articles, which demonstrates the impact
of this paradigm on the development of
accountability.

It is expected that future research in the
field of accountability will lean towards
emerging trends such as the impact of artificial
intelligence on the performance and
assessment of accountability. The impact of
artificial intelligence and blockchain on the
improvement of  subsystems of the
accountability system will also be considered.
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