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ABSTRACT

Choosing a name is a tool to introduce people's identity and this can be seen as
part of the culture of societies, and this phenomenon exists among all people
around the world and even societies that live in a very primitive way. The present
study deals with the phenomenon of globalization and its relationship with
changing the name of a group of people in Soleghan region with the approach of
social nomenclature, and its purpose is to investigate the desire for a new identity
in both male and female genders and to identify the motivations for changing
names. In this article, the evolution of naming in 3 generations in Soleqan district
of Tehran city has been studied. Accordingly, 2326 names of people born
between 1330 and 1393 were collected through the family tree. These names
have been collected in 4 identity groups, including religious, national,
transnational and neutral identities. The results show that names derived from
religious identity have the highest frequency, followed by names with neutral
names and national and transnational identities, respectively, in this division.
Examining the evolution of names shows that religious names have a growing
trend in the third generation; But the transnational names are on the downward
trend and the tendency towards national and neutral names, which was very few
in the first generations, has found an upward trend in the next generations.
Regarding names with religious, national and neutral identities, the results show
that these names have a growing trend in both men and women, while names
with transnational identity are completely removed in the third generation in men
and women. has been and has not been seen.
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Introduction

Naming is a powerful means of expressing identity and can be considered an essential part of
any society’s culture. This phenomenon is observed in every corner of the world, even among
the most primitive communities. Although names are not strictly confined to a particular time or
place, they often reflect people’s origins, historical periods, and geographical locations. The
field of study that focuses exclusively on proper names is called onomastics, a term derived
from the Greek word onoma, meaning “name.” If we consider linguistics as the broader
discipline, onomastics is a subfield within it (Danesi, 2004: 118; Coates, 2013: 64).

According to Crystal (2008: 339), onomastics has traditionally been seen as a branch of
semantics that investigates the etymology of institutionalized proper names—a process often
referred to as etymology. However, due to the multi-dimensional nature of names, other
perspectives on name study have emerged over time. One of the most important developments
in this area has been the rise of socio-onomastics, a subfield of sociolinguistics that explores
names in social contexts.

In Iran, only a few studies have focused on naming practices. In those studies, names were
first categorized based on their roots and origins into four main identity-based groups: national,
religious, transnational, and neutral. These categories were then analyzed accordingly.

Research Methodology

This study is descriptive-analytical in nature. A sample of 75 students was randomly selected.
Each participant was asked to complete a family tree form covering three generations.
Researchers then classified each name based on gender and the identity categories mentioned
earlier. Using sampling methods and identity-related indicators, the researchers identified key
parameters within the statistical population. The data collected were analyzed both descriptively
and inferentially. Bar charts were used for descriptive statistics, while inferential statistics
helped examine the relationship between gender and identity across generations.

Data Analysis

The data collected were analyzed through both descriptive and inferential methods. According
to the findings, the total number of women was 1,169, and the total number of men was 1,157.
The population in the third generation increased compared to the first.

The study examined three identity types—religious, national, and transnational—classified
by gender and generation. Results revealed that across the three generations, religious names
ranked first in frequency, followed by neutral names. National and transnational names
appeared far less frequently.

The analysis also showed a statistically significant relationship between gender and naming
identity. Specifically, men were more likely to be given religious names, while women were
more frequently given national, transnational, or neutral names. This suggests a gender-based
tendency in naming preferences. In some cases, names could not be clearly associated with a
specific gender; for instance, nature-inspired names were often used for girls, while
mythological names were also more common among females.

The study found a rise in the use of national names in recent years, particularly among
women. This may be attributed to increased individual awareness of personal and national
identity. As Feiz (2004) suggests, education levels have a direct influence on naming trends.
With growing political and social consciousness, families are more likely to choose diverse and
meaningful names for their children.

The increasing use of transnational names was also observed. One clear motivation for this
trend seems to be the desire to add a sense of prestige or symbolic status to the individual.
According to Alizadeh and Tayyeb (2003), foreign—especially Western—names are often
perceived as symbols of status, modernity, and global culture. In a society like Iran, where
Western countries are often viewed as representations of progress, using foreign-sounding
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names may enhance a person's perceived credibility and social standing.

Additionally, some names didn’t align with any of the three identity categories (religious,
national, or transnational) and were therefore classified as neutral. Of the 2,326 names gathered
in the study, 554 fell into this category. Neutral names were more commonly found among
women, with fewer men falling into this category.

Ultimately, national identity ranked third in frequency among all naming types in the studied
region. National identity plays a vital role in shaping an individual’s sense of self and affects
various aspects of their life in society. This is precisely why governments invest heavily in
preserving and promoting national identity through education systems, media, and consumer
culture. Because names serve as both a symbol and a product of culture, it’s natural that in
societies undergoing identity shifts, naming practices evolve in line with those changes.

Media plays a particularly significant role in this process, highlighting the need for
comprehensive policymaking in the area of public media and mass communication. Likewise,
the role of formal and informal educational institutions cannot be overlooked. A lack of
attention to education—even for a short period—can have lasting consequences on a nation’s
identity for years to come.

Conclusion

This study ultimately reveals that religious identity remains the most prominent naming
influence in Soolgan. The number of individuals and the use of religious names have increased
with each generation, indicating a strong and persistent religious orientation among the region’s
residents. The findings suggest that these communities have a clear preference for religious
names, which continue to shape local naming traditions and cultural identity.
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