Journal of Sociolinguistics

Open Access

Summer (2026), Volume 9 (New series volume), Issue 3, Serial 35; 17-39

DOI: https://doi.org/10.30473/11.2026.77595.1748

ORIGINAL ARTICLE

Rereading Defeat in the Discourse of Resistance: An Analysis of 'In
the Waves of Sindh' in the Historical Context of the Second Pahlavi

Era

Maryam Zamani iD

Assistant Professor, Persian
Language and Literature, Payame
Noor University, Tehran, Iran

Correspondence:

Maryam Zamani
Email: maryamzamani@pnu.ac.ir

Received: 25/Feb/2026
Revised: 13/Apr/2026
Accepted: 14/Apr/2026

How to cite:

Zamani, M. (2026). Rereading Defeat in
the Discourse of Resistance: An Analysis
of 'In the Waves of Sindh' in the
Historical Context of the Second Pahlavi
Era, Journal of Sociolinguistics, 9 (35),
17-39.

(DOI: 10.30473/i1.2026.77595.1748)

ABSTRACT

The present study adopts an integrative approach to examine the articulation of
the discourse of resistance in Hamidi Shirazi's poem "In the Waves of Sindh."
The theoretical framework combines John Searle's speech act theory (for
analyzing micro-linguistic layers) with Laclau and Mouffe's discourse analysis
(for macro-semantic interpretation). The analysis is conducted at three
interconnected levels: speech acts, narrative structure, and discourse. Findings
indicate that the purposeful distribution of speech acts across different stages of
the narrative provides the linguistic material necessary for articulating the
discourse of resistance. This discourse is organized around the nodal point of
"sacrifice” and, through processes of othering, foregrounding, and
backgrounding, stabilizes the identity of "self" against the "other." The poem was
composed in the historical context of Ordibehesht 1330 (the peak of the oil
nationalization movement) and, through an epic rereading of historical defeat,
transforms defeat into discursive victory.
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Introduction

Mehdi Hamidi Shirazi composed his renowned poem "Dar Amvaj-e Sind" (In the Waves of
Sindh) in May 1951, during the peak of Iran's oil nationalization movement. This era witnessed
an open political atmosphere following the fall of Reza Shah, characterized by what has been
termed "semi-democracy" (Hasani Bagheri Sharifabad, 2021). The movement, supported by
merchants, clerics, and university students, had created a climate of national self-confidence
(Radmard & Hejazi, 2016). However, foreign powers—particularly Britain and the United
States—sought to overthrow Mossadegh's government to protect their oil interests and contain
communism (Bavarian, 2025), leading to the coup d'état of August 19, 1953 (Darabi & Kalhor,
2016).

The central research question is twofold: first, how does the poet, through the deliberate
distribution of speech acts across narrative stages, provide the linguistic material for articulating
a resistance discourse? Second, what function does this discourse serve within the historical
context of the second Pahlavi era? While "Dar Amvaj-e Sind" has been studied from various
perspectives—tone and imagery (Mousivand & Paknahad, 2016), historical criticism (Amiri,
2018), and semiotic analysis (Noorsideh & Pourbayram, 2021)—it has not been examined
through an integrated framework combining speech act theory and discourse analysis. This
research fills this gap.

Theoretical Framework

This research integrates two complementary frameworks. At the micro-level, John Searle's
speech act theory (Searle, 2014) classifies linguistic actions into five types: assertive (commits
speaker to truth of proposition), directive (attempts to get hearer to do something), commissive
(commits speaker to future action), expressive (expresses psychological states), and declarative
(changes reality through utterance).

At the macro-level, Laclau and Mouffe's discourse theory (Laclau & Mouffe, 1985) provides
key concepts: articulation (establishing relations among elements), nodal point (privileged
signifier organizing other signifiers), moment (element with fixed meaning within discourse),
floating signifier (signifier contested by different discourses), and othering/antagonism (identity
constitution through construction of a radical "other").

The integration enables multi-level analysis: speech acts provide linguistic "moments"
analyzed within the broader resistance discourse.

Methodology

This descriptive-analytical study adopts an interdisciplinary approach. The sample is Hamidi
Shirazi's poem "Dar Amvaj-¢ Sind" (68 couplets). Analysis proceeds at three interconnected
levels:

Micro-level: Using Searle's classification, speech acts in each couplet are identified,
distinguishing dominant act from secondary illocutionary force.

Meso-level: The classical narrative model (exposition, rising action, climax, falling action,
resolution) organizes speech acts to understand their role in textual dynamics.

Macro-level: Speech acts are treated as discursive "moments" articulated around the nodal
point. Processes of othering, foregrounding, and backgrounding, and the role of floating
signifiers are examined. The discursive structure is interpreted within the historical context of
the second Pahlavi era.

Double coding and peer review ensure validity and reliability.

Findings and Discussion
Narrative Structure and Speech Acts
* Exposition (couplets 1-10): Assertive acts dominate, describing the battle scene. Their
discursive function is to foreground the violence of the "other" (Mongol enemy), creating
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ground for "sacrifice" as the only path to liberation.

» Rising Action (couplets 11-54): Expressive and commissive acts emerge. Couplet 48 ("I
will wreak havoc on these ghouls / I will burn their households with my sword")
transforms "sacrifice" from fleeting emotion into collective commitment, objectifying the
nodal point.

* Climax (couplets 55-58): Directive acts prevail as Jalal al-Din addresses the inanimate
waves, expressing unwavering resolve.

» Falling Action (couplets 59-64): Return to assertive acts. Couplet 64 presents the "other"
(Genghis Khan) praising Iranian sacrifice, confirming discursive superiority from the
enemy's mouth.

* Resolution (couplets 65-68): Expressive and directive acts dominate, mythologizing the
past and inviting contemporary audience to venerate this heritage.

The Nodal Point: "Sacrifice for the Protection of Collective Identity"

This nodal point articulates "defeat,” "family," "the Sindh River," "conscious death," and
"revenge" into a chain of equivalence, creating a discourse of "moral victory within defeat."
Each speech act type plays a complementary role: assertive acts describe defeat as context for
sacrifice; commissive acts transform sacrifice into commitment; directive acts represent
sacrifice as historical necessity; expressive acts mythologize sacrifice as timeless value.

Othering and Construction of "the Other"

The Mongols become the "absolute other" through similes: "ghoul," "fire," and "dragon."
These similes, within expressive or commissive acts, elevate the enemy to a demonic force. In
couplet 64, Genghis involuntarily praises Iranian sacrifice, confirming discursive superiority. In
the Pahlavi context, this othering can be read as a metaphor for the authoritarian modernization
project that marginalized cultural plurality.

"Woman" as a Floating Signifier

"Woman" traverses meanings from "helpless doe" (couplets 19-21), to sacred "cypress"
(couplet 39) and "moon" (couplet 42), finally becoming "fish in the water's mouth" at the climax
(couplets 57-58). This transformation stabilizes "woman" as a sacred martyr whose death
guarantees collective honor—a meaning contested in the Pahlavi era's modernization discourse.

"Homeland" as a Signifier with High Semantic Capacity

"Homeland" (vatan) simultaneously signifies "historical heritage" (couplet 15), "physical
soil" (couplet 67), and "sanctity/honor" (through connection with "woman" in couplet 42). This
polysemy enables re-reading across historical contexts.

Confrontation with Official Discourse

Unlike the official archaist discourse centered on the Shah as nodal point, Hamidi's poem
places "the people" as historical actors. Unlike the official narrative of "victory and glory," the
poem narrates "moral victory within defeat"—a meaningful discourse for a society seeking to
preserve dignity in conditions of repression.

nn

Conclusion

The analysis demonstrates that "Dar Amvaj-e Sind" transcends historical representation to
become a discursive act where defeat acquires new meaning. The strategic distribution of
speech acts provides linguistic material for articulating a resistance discourse organized around
the nodal point of "sacrifice for the protection of collective identity." Through absolute othering
of the Mongols, the discourse fixes "self" as resistant victims. The floating signifier "woman"
traverses meanings from helpless victim to sacred martyr, while "homeland" with its semantic
density enables re-reading across historical contexts.

The research highlights the connection between micro-level linguistic layers and macro-level
discursive structures: speech acts function as "objectified moments" of discourse, demonstrating
that resistance in literature is formed not only thematically but in the depths of semantic
structures and articulatory mechanisms. The enduring value of "Dar Amvaj-e Sind" lies in its
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capacity for new articulations in different historical contexts—a capacity rooted in the polysemy
of its nodal signifiers and the flexibility of its discursive structure.

Keywords
Second Pahlavi Era, Discourse Analysis, In the Waves of Sindh, Hamidi Shirazi, Speech Act,
Resistance.
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