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ABSTRACT

In the thought of both Imam Ali (AS) and Sohrab Sepehri, death functions as a
locus for self-disclosure and existential insight. Each recognizes the pervasive
human anxiety surrounding death and the need for a framework capable of
mitigating this fear. Yet the two thinkers articulate fundamentally different
accounts of death, grounded in distinct metaphysical and theological
commitments, which in turn shape their proposed responses to the fear of
mortality. Imam Ali (AS), operating within a theistic and eschatological
worldview rooted in Islamic revelation, conceives of death as a transitional
threshold between the temporal and the eternal. His understanding presupposes
a Creator God, a morally structured cosmos, and the ontological reality of the
afterlife—paradise and hell. Within this framework, freedom from the fear of
death is not achieved through psychological reframing but through moral and
spiritual formation: the alignment of speech and action with faith in God and
accountability before the Divine. Thus, existential assurance arises from
participation in a divinely ordered moral order. By contrast, Sohrab Sepehri
approaches death through a mystical naturalistic lens that resists a strict
bifurcation between the sacred and the material. For him, the divine is
immanent within the natural world, and death is not an eschatological passage
but a phenomenon embedded within the continuity of life. By bracketing the
question of the afterlife, Sepehri reframes death as a natural process rather than
a metaphysical rupture, seeking thereby to dissolve fear through ontological
integration rather than moral orientation. A comparative analysis suggests that
Imam Ali’s (AS) account, grounded in a robust metaphysical and moral
structure, offers a more compelling explanatory framework for the existential
reality of human beings. Sepehri’s vision, while aesthetically rich and
spiritually evocative, remains more poetic than ontologically rigorous, and thus
less capable of addressing the deeper metaphysical dimensions of human
mortality.
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