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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Cities today face unprecedented challenges related to population growth, resource depletion, and environmental
degradation. Addressing urban sustainability necessitates novel approaches beyond conventional models. The
Shared City has emerged as a transformative paradigm that integrates the advantages of the sharing economy and
collaborative consumption with urban development and community building. Unlike the Smart City, which relies
heavily on information and communication technologies and is rooted in neoliberal perspectives while neglecting
human dimensions and social justice, the Shared City adopts a clear human-centric focus. It centers on how
individuals interact with one another to share resources, spaces, experiences, and infrastructures within the city.
Despite being proposed as an alternative narrative, previous studies have addressed the Shared City in a one-
dimensional manner, failing to present its multidimensional aspects. Consequently, the Shared City lacks an
integrated and comprehensive conceptual framework as a systematic alternative to the Smart City. The purpose of
this research is to develop the conceptual framework of the Shared City using the meta-synthesis method to
present a human-based, equitable, and sustainable alternative to the technology-centric approach of the Smart City.

Mothodology

The present study is developmental in terms of purpose and employs a documentary method for data collection.
The research is qualitative in nature and utilizes the meta-synthesis approach based on the Sandelowski and
Barroso (2007) method in seven distinct steps: formulating research questions, systematic literature review,
searching and selecting sources, extracting data from selected sources, analyzing and synthesizing findings, quality
control, and finally presenting research findings.

The statistical population consists of articles, books, theses, and dissertations related to the Shared City. The
temporal scope spans from 2010 to 2024. Scientific databases including Elsevier, Springer, Sage, Emerald, Taylor
and Francis, ResearchGate, and MDPI were utilized. Keywords such as “"Shared City," "Urban Sharing
Economy," "Future City and Sharing City," "Sharing Economy in the Context of Smart Cities," "Sharing City
Project," "Urban Sharing," and "Urban Sharing Practices™ were employed for the search process.

The multi-stage screening process, aligned with PRISMA guidelines, began with 92 sources. After title
screening and matching with research objectives, 74 sources remained. Following abstract and keyword review,
46 sources were retained, with 28 sources excluded due to lack of focus on dimensions, components, and
consequences of the Shared City. After full-content review and quality assessment using the Critical Appraisal
Skills Programme (CASP) checklist comprising ten qualitative criteria, 42 sources remained, with 4 sources
excluded for scoring below the acceptance threshold of 7 out of 10. Ultimately, 31 sources were selected for final
analysis after removing 11 duplicates and ensuring full-text accessibility.

The stopping logic for the selection process was based on three principles: theoretical saturation (no new open
codes emerged after analyzing 31 sources), source diversity (including articles, books, institutional reports, and
doctoral dissertations from 2010 to 2024), and geographical-topical coverage (case studies in Seoul, Milan,
Barcelona, London, Berlin, and Portland). For quality control, the extracted framework was sent to two relevant
experts, and the Kappa coefficient was calculated at 0.83, indicating reliable agreement between coders.

Fingdings
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Based on the meta-synthesis analysis of 31 selected sources, 154 open codes, 47 axial codes, and 9 selective codes
were identified regarding the Shared City. The nine main themes extracted are: (1) Macro Drivers and Paradigm
Transition Contexts; (2) Ontological Domains and Architecture of Sharing Resources; (3) Life Cycle and
Institutionalization Process of the Sharing City; (4) Objective Manifestations and Ecosystem of Everyday Urban
Applications; (5) Network of Actors and Facilitating Driving Forces; (6) Governance Architecture and
Rearrangement of the Fourfold Roles of the City Institution; (7) Structural Frictions and Regulatory System
Challenges; (8) Toolbox of Strategic Interventions and Facilitating Ecosystem; and (9) Transformative Outputs
and Multidimensional VValue Creation.

Among these themes, "Objective Manifestations and Ecosystem of Everyday Urban Applications™ with 46 open
codes (29.87 percent share) and a density coefficient of 5.11 acts as the central core and highest priority of the
Shared City, indicating complete theoretical saturation and the global literature's focus on tangible everyday
sharing practices. The theme of ""Toolbox of Strategic Interventions™ with 13 axial codes and 27 open codes (17.53
percent share) has the greatest diversity and strategic impact in governance architecture, with a lower density
coefficient of 2.08 indicating high separability and specialization of intervention tools. "Transformative Outputs
and Multidimensional Value Creation™ accounts for 16.23 percent with 25 open codes, demonstrating the
literature's significant focus on economic, environmental, social, and democratic consequences.

In contrast, allocating only 2.6 percent of the share (4 open codes) to "Structural Frictions and Regulatory
System Challenges" reveals a critical gap in the literature regarding legal barriers in food, transportation, housing,
and employment regulations. The average density coefficient of 3.43 and the abstraction ratio of 154 to 9 prove
the theoretical saturation, validity, and explanatory power of the conceptual framework.

The research results explain the differences between Smart Cities and Shared Cities in six analytical layers.
Ontologically, the Shared City relies on physical-social spaces and underutilized resources, with technology
serving merely as a transition platform, whereas the Smart City is fundamentally dependent on ICT as its ultimate
goal. In governance, the Shared City adopts a facilitative and empowering approach with citizens as co-creators
within a multidimensional actor ecosystem, contrasting with the technocratic and corporation-based governance of
the Smart City where residents are merely data consumers. Regarding analytical scale, the Shared City focuses on
micro-level everyday interactions, neighborhoods, and local communities, while the Smart City targets integrated
urban systems and metropolitan optimization. In terms of consequences, the Shared City pursues democratic
transformation, social justice, social capital revival, and multidimensional sustainability beyond mere operational
efficiency. The implementation process of the Shared City is gradual, community-based, and three-phased (from
initial declarations to inter-city maturity), unlike the top-down, large-scale, rapid projects of the Smart City
executed by technology corporations. Finally, the challenges of the Shared City are institutional-regulatory in
nature, whereas the Smart City faces technological-informational challenges including data privacy, cybersecurity,
and digital divide.

Discussion and Conclusion

The conceptual framework presented in this research addresses a significant research gap, as previous studies have
predominantly focused on one-dimensional aspects of the Shared City. By extracting 154 open codes, 47 axial
codes, and 9 selective codes, this study provides a coherent framework demonstrating that the Shared City is not
merely a collection of sharing practices but constitutes a genuine alternative to the Smart City across six
fundamental analytical layers.

Three key trends emerge from the analysis. First, the Shared City has transitioned from abstract discussions to
place-based and operational approaches, as evidenced by the centrality of everyday manifestations. Second,
strategic diversity in governance architecture is demonstrated through the 13 axial codes of the strategic
interventions toolbox. Third, a critical research gap is identified in the structural frictions theme, indicating the
need for future research on legal and institutional barriers.

The critical analysis from the perspective of urban political economy reveals the dual nature of sharing
platforms, which can either foster solidarity and collaboration or be co-opted by platform capitalism for data
extraction, labor flexibilization, and commodification of public spaces. The framework demonstrates that the
transition to the Shared City can only realize its human-centric potential when it is freed from capitalist platform
dynamics and redirected toward urban commons and locally-based cooperative platforms. The findings align with
Zvolska et al. (2019) regarding the fourfold roles of the city while extending them, and corroborate Bernardi and
Diamantini (2018) and Salvia and Morello (2020) regarding the centrality of everyday practices. From a practical
standpoint, the nine themes serve as a policy roadmap for urban planners, redefining municipal roles from service
providers to facilitators and enablers, shifting urban performance indicators from systemic efficiency to social
capital strengthening and participatory democracy, and emphasizing legal-regulatory infrastructure prior to
implementation.

KEYWORDS
Shared Economy, Shared City, Smart City, Meta-Synthesis Method, Urban Governance, Collaborative
Consumption, Urban Sustainability.
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