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EXTENDEDABSTRACT

Introduction

Urban crime is one of the most significant challenges facing
contemporary societies, generating wide-ranging social, economic, and
physical impacts on cities and drawing the attention of urban planners and
researchers across disciplines. Rapid urbanization, increasing complexity
of social relations, and changing spatial patterns have created new
opportunities for crime. In this context, modern approaches in
environmental criminology emphasize the role of spatial characteristics,
land-use types, and the quality of the urban environment in shaping or
reducing crime opportunities.

Religious institutions, as key elements of the social and spatial structure
of Islamic cities, serve not only spiritual purposes but also social, cultural,
and identity-related functions. By strengthening social interactions,
enhancing social capital, and promoting informal surveillance, these
institutions can play a meaningful role in reducing social harm and urban
crime.

Given the widespread presence of religious land uses in Iranian cities,
particularly in historically religious cities such as Kerman, this study
raises the question of whether the spatial distribution and functioning of
these land uses are related to the occurrence of urban crime. Accordingly,
the present research aims to examine the role of religious land uses in
reducing urban crime in Kerman by analyzing the relationship between
their spatial density, social and perceived performance, -citizens’
satisfaction, and crime frequency.

Mothodology

This research adopts a descriptive—analytical approach and employs a
mixed-method design, integrating both objective and subjective data. The
data include information on the spatial distribution and density of
religious land uses in Kerman, recorded urban crime data from 13 police
stations in 2021, and findings from a field survey of residents. Data
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related to religious land uses were obtained from the Kerman
Municipality database and analyzed using spatial analysis techniques
within a GIS environment.

The statistical population consisted of Kerman residents, with a sample
size of 382 determined using Cochran’s formula. Sampling was
conducted through cluster random sampling across the city’s five urban
districts. A researcher-designed questionnaire with 12 items was used to
collect perceptual data across three dimensions: security, social, and
functional. The reliability of the questionnaire was confirmed using
Cronbach’s alpha (0.89), indicating strong internal consistency. Geo-
referenced questionnaires were also used to convert perceptual data into
spatial information.

To analyze relationships among variables, Spearman’s correlation test
and Geographically Weighted Regression (GWR) were applied. These
methods enabled the examination of spatial relationships between the
density and performance of religious land uses, citizens’ satisfaction, and
urban crime rates.

Fingdings

The results indicate that Kerman has 308 religious land-use parcels, with
mosques comprising approximately 61% of the total. Spatial analysis
reveals that the highest concentration of these land uses is located in
municipal districts 1 and 5, with a per capita value of about 625 square
meters per hectare. In contrast, district 2 shows the lowest concentration.

Analysis of urban crime data shows that theft and conflict are most
prevalent in districts 2 and 3, whereas districts 1 and 5, characterized by
higher densities of religious land uses, experience lower crime rates. This
finding suggests a relationship between the spatial distribution of
religious land uses and urban crime patterns.

Survey results further indicate that districts 1 and 5 demonstrate higher
levels of citizen satisfaction in terms of security, social conditions, and
the performance of religious land uses. Residents in these areas positively
evaluate the role of religious spaces in organizing cultural activities,
providing social guidance and counseling, fostering local interactions, and
reducing social harm.

Spearman’s correlation test reveals a significant positive relationship
between the performance of religious land uses and citizen satisfaction.
The coefficient of determination (R2) for overall satisfaction is 0.57,
indicating that improvements in the performance of these land uses can
explain a substantial portion of the variation in citizen satisfaction.
Additionally, GWR results show a positive and significant relationship
between the density and performance of religious land uses (R2 = 0.38), as
well as between their performance and citizen satisfaction (R? = 0.40).

The most notable finding is the inverse relationship between the density
and performance of religious land uses and the frequency of urban crime.
GWR results indicate that this relationship is statistically significant, with
an R? of approximately 0.60. In other words, areas with a stronger
presence and more active performance of religious land uses tend to
experience lower levels of urban crime. This can be attributed to
increased social interaction, strengthened informal surveillance, enhanced
sense of place attachment, and the reduction of defenseless urban spaces.



Discussion and Conclusion

The findings demonstrate that religious land uses are not merely physical
or ritual elements within the urban structure but can serve as effective
social capacities in reducing urban crime. An appropriate density of these
land uses, combined with active social and cultural functions, contributes
to increased citizen satisfaction, stronger social cohesion, and fewer crime
opportunities.

Based on the results, urban districts with lower densities of religious
land uses and lower levels of citizen satisfaction, particularly districts 2,
3, and 4 in Kerman, require greater attention in urban planning. It is
recommended that balanced development of religious land uses,
enhancement of the social role of mosques and other religious centers,
expansion of cultural and educational activities, and increased citizen
participation in these spaces be considered as part of urban crime
prevention strategies.

Overall, this study emphasizes that urban planning grounded in the
recognition of social capacities of spaces and the application of modern
spatial analysis approaches can contribute to the development of safer,
more participatory, and socially cohesive cities.

KEYWORDS
Religious Land Use, Crimes, Urban Planning, Geographically Weighted
Regression (GWR), Kerman.
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