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ABSTRACT

This study aims to examine the functions of the exclamatory style in Nahj al-
Balaghah and to clarify its rhetorical role in conveying educational, ethical,
and theological concepts in the words of Imam Ali (peace be upon him). The
central problem of the research lies in the fact that the exclamatory style in
Nahj al-Balaghah is not limited to being a linguistic structure for expressing
astonishment; rather, it constitutes a rhetorical device employed for emotional
impact, warning, reproach, commendation, and awakening the
audience.Given the significance of Nahj al-Balaghah as one of the most
prominent texts in Arabic and Islamic literature, a precise analysis of its
rhetorical techniques—especially the exclamatory style—can contribute to a
deeper understanding of its semantic layers and discursive functions. The
study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach. Its material has been collected
through the extraction of selected examples from Nahj al-Balaghah, which
are then analyzed rhetorically in light of classical Arabic rhetorical
sources.The findings indicate that the exclamatory style in Nahj al-Balaghah
appears in two main forms: explicit exclamation and implicit exclamation. It
employs particles and expressions such as ma (how/what), kayfa (how), kam
(how many/how much), and ya lahu (how remarkable!), in addition to
declarative constructions carrying exclamatory implications. The study
further reveals that, beyond evoking astonishment, this style fulfills multiple
functions, including reproach, warning, glorification, rebuke, the arousal of
educative fear, and the stimulation of reflection within the discursive context
of the Imam’s speech. In doing so, it enhances the effectiveness of the moral
and social messages conveyed by the text.

KEYWORDS
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