Iran Local Histories oren Access

Autumn & Winter (Y+ Y1) YE()): YV-£.

DOIL: Y+, Y« €VY/LHST.Y+ Y1, VEA0OY,Y44Y

ORIGINAL ARTICLE

Analysis of the process and trend of modern education in
Azerbaijan from the beginning of the Qajar period to the
Constitutional Movement

Saeed Sadeghi'*, Farideh Farahmandzadeh'

). Assistant Prof., Department of
Political Science, Payam-e Noor
University, Tehran, Iran.

Y. Assistant Prof., Department of
History, Payame Noor University,
Tehran, Iran.

Correspondence:
Saeed Sadeghi

Email:
saeedsadeghi@pnu.ac.ir

Received: *A Jun Y+ Yo
Accepted: ¥) Aug Y+Ye

How to cite

Sadeghi, S. & Farahmandzadeh, F. (Y+Y1).
Analysis of the process and trend of
modern education in Azerbaijan from the
beginning of the Qajar period to the
Constitutional Movement. /ran Local
Histories, Y¢(V), YV-¢-.

(DOL:Y +, ¥+ €VY/LHST.Y Y1,V EA0Y,Y44Y)

ABSTRACT

As a communication route with Europe and the Ottoman, and thanks to the modernism of
the Crown Prince, Abbas Mirza, modern education happened in Azerbaijan earlier than
other states. Abbas Mirza's reforms intensified the missionary educational activities in Aran
and Azerbaijan. To understand the quality of this process, it is necessary to examine how
this familiarity occurs and the social and cultural challenges that arise from it. Paying
attention to the modernists' strategies to overcome these challenges also clarifies their
understanding of the nature of modern education and how to localize it. The quantitative
trend of the new system also developed with the increase in the number of modern
educational institutions in Azerbaijan, including missionary schools, primary schools and
colleges. The question is: what was the main goal of the reformists and the missionaries?
Based on the findings, education in missionary schools in Azerbaijan were tailored to
achieve propaganda, to spread of European culture, and sometimes to achieve colonial goals.
Sometimes, they temporarily achieved their socio-political goals, while failed in cultural-
religious goals. In contrast, the Iranian national-state schools create and strengthen a modern
socio-cultural base through new scientific approach in Azerbaijan successfully. In this
research, while examining the reasons for the desire for modern education and change in
traditional education in Azerbaijan, the goals of the new educational centers are examined,
as well as the point that why and how they were achieved or not will be discussed. The
research method of this study is library-based and follows the analytical-descriptive method.
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Extended Abstract

Analysis of the process and trend of modern education in Azerbaijan from the
beginning of the Qajar period to the Constitutional Movement

Introduction

The plan of Azerbaijani modernists who, following the reforms of Crown Prince Abbas Mirza, sought to reconstruct the
educational structure in terms of method and content, as well as the Russian, American, French, and English missionaries
that had been active in some regions of Iran, including Azerbaijan, since the late Safavid period, were the two major origins
of modern education in Qajar-era Azerbaijan. As a result of competition between Christian missionaries and local modernists
who had heard of or visited Europe, modern education in Azerbaijan experienced significant quantitative and qualitative
growth until the eve of the constitution. The aim of this research is to examine the goals of missionaries and modernists, as
the founders of modern education in Azerbaijan, the extent to which those goals were realized, the possibility of comparing
the strategies and solutions of both groups, and the analysis of the socio-cultural impact of modern schools.

Methodology

This research examines the nature and reasons for the acceptance of modern education, the process of forming the desire for
change in the structure of traditional education, and the achievement or failure of the goals. The research method is historical,
in the field of library studies, and based on an analytical-descriptive approach. Recent notes have focused more on analyzing
the structure of education, the motivations, and the approach of modernists. This group of texts, which mainly deal with
improving the quality of modern education in Azerbaijan as well as increasing the number of new schools, have been studied
and compared to examine both the process and trends. In contrast, texts that are closer to the period in question focus more
on describing the schools and, in addition to the background of the founders, they also describe the stages and date of
establishment, challenges, and occasional closures. Details gleaned from such books have helped identify successful and
unsuccessful strategies for localizing the new structure in Azerbaijan.

Result

According to the modernist founders, emergent education shapes the minds and social behavior of students in accordance
with modern sociocultural developments. Azerbaijani modernists sought to create a new economic and social base by
focusing on modern education; however, the small number of graduates from these schools reduced the social impact of such
institutions. As a solution, the founders supported students in need with financial assistance and daily meals (Roshdiyyeh,
Y44): Yeo; Ringer, Y+ +: AY; Torabi-Farsani, Y494: YY), On the one hand, the good character of the students promoted the
virtues of the new schools, and on the other hand, it increased the number and influence of modernists in the social
movements of Azerbaijan. Despite the authorities' skepticism about new schools, modernists decided to establish a support
network for the new structure and the members by launching non-profit and non-governmental associations in Azerbaijan
(Safvat, Y4e.: Y+-YV), The efforts of those in power to influence such associations demonstrated their social importance.
However, effective transformation in the cultural-educational pillars required expanding the class base of the modernists, and
this was only possible after the establishment of modern schools. To further institutionalize modernity in society, a proposal
was made to separate religious education from other subjects and limit religious education to seminaries (Tabatabaee, YA ¢:
fo-¥v; E’temad al-Saltaneh, yAAR: \\A). The first non-religious school in the Aran-Azerbaijan region, although had been

founded by Mirza Hassan Rushdieh, was established across the border of Iran in Yerevan - Y¥+) AH/ YAAY AD. Familiarity
with Talebov's views as well as Mirza Hassan's experiences in Beirut (Y Y4A AH/ YAA+ AD) and Istanbul (VY + AH/ YAAY
AD) were influential in how this decision was made (Roshdiyyeh, Y4%): Y.; Aghighi-Bakhshayeshi, Y+++: Y247) Like
Rushdieh, other Azerbaijani modernists, despite their enthusiasm for European readings of science, were not simply imitators
of the West; in fact, they attempted to adapt modernism to local readings and needs. In terms of methodology, the main
difference between the modern education system and traditional schools was in increasing reading ability instead of rote
memorization, entrance and exit examinations, classification of educational levels and promotion through obtaining official
diplomas, disciplines, and new curriculum content such as science, history, geography, and European languages; while in
traditional schools -MaktabKhooneh, limited and erroneous reading of Islamic law, a little mathematics, Arabic, and Persian
were sufficient (Ringer, Y+ +: AY). But from a content perspective, traditionalists were concerned that the emergent system
would threaten the existing social order and belief and close down Maktabs. As in other parts of Iran, there was a general
belief in Azerbaijan that sciences such as chemistry, physics, and modern medicine were forbidden and were indoctrinated
into Muslim children by adhering to church traditions (Noori, )4 +A: Y4-Y+ & Yo-Y1). Despite initial public skepticism and
resistance, over the next decade, and especially on the eve of the Constitutional Movement, as the number of new schools
and their graduates increased, public acceptance and trust in the new education increased.

Before the Azerbaijani modernists, modern education had been introduced to the cities and villages of Azerbaijan by
Christian and Armenian missionary schools (Waldburger, Y+« +: ¥+; Mahboobi Ardakani, Y3V®: ©¢; Nafisi, Y 4A9: V. Y.V £),
The Crown Prince's modernist tendencies gave greater free hand to promoters of modern education in Azerbaijan. The
competition between American, French, English, Russian missionaries and even Ottoman in Aran and Azerbaijan was so
intense that in Mozaffari era, fifteen Armenian and Assyrian missionary schools had been established in Tabriz alone (Hab
al-Matin, YY/YY). However, despite the decrees of Mohammad Shah and other Qajar kings supporting missionary
associations, missionaries were not equally welcomed throughout Azerbaijan. The purpose of these associations was to exert
ideological and cultural influence. The missionaries tried to demonstrate their educational and ideological principles in the
cities and villages of Azerbaijan through educated students and the provision of services, and to pave the way for the cultural
and political influence of their countries. In the religious sphere, they questioned Muslim beliefs while promoting Christian




values through speeches and writing books (Waldburger, Y+ ++: AY & 4%). In the cultural and political field, missionaries
worked towards ethnocentrism and the promotion of regional languages in exchange for the elimination of the Persian
language. Missionaries learned Persian, and sometimes Turkish and Arabic, to establish a more intimate relationship with all
classes. Most of the missionaries' efforts to culturally separate Azerbaijan were focused on the language. In Azerbaijan, as
throughout Iran, Persian was the educational language -and not the ethnic or regional languages. The missionaries were
trying to eliminate the Persian language while even local traditionalist were teaching in Persian (Basset, YAAY: YoV; Wagner,
YAb$: Y/V-v). Directly or indirectly supported by their respective governments, they openly claimed to be promoting

Christianity and European culture through schooling. The influence they gained through education among all classes of
society also allowed them to intervene in local political factions.

Conclusions

Despite the increase in the activity of missionary schools in Azerbaijan, their programs that followed two general strategies
of spreading Christianity and European culture did not bear fruit either before or after the Constitutional Movement. The
linguistic and cultural fragmentation in Azerbaijan that they aimed for was either in line with the Y4+Y AD Russo-British
treaty and the separation of Azerbaijan from Iran, or with the intention of creating a cultural island and then changing the
region's religion. This was why missionary institutions, targeting the Persian language and creating a cultural-social divide,
limited certain types of education - for example, Islamic schools - to the Turkish language. Although their divisive
incitements led to some regional unrest in the following decades, just as the deep-rooted religious culture prevented
missionary propaganda from the slightest impact, the deep cultural ties of Iranian tribes also thwarted missionary isolationist
policies.

In contrast, modern national education in Azerbaijan had a different trend and process; despite many ups and downs,
public acceptance continued to grow until the eve of the constitution. The growth in the number of schools, as well as the
successive replacement of closed schools with newer institutions, was a sign of the growing desire of Azerbaijanis for an
emerging educational approach. The newly emerged cultural reading in connection with the new approach had an impact on
the socio-political maturity of the Azerbaijani people on the eve of the constitution. Although taboos and challenges
continued in the coming decades and slowed the spread of modern education, the increase in graduates on the one hand and
the intensification of those activities which encouraged and promoted modernism and new sciences on the other hand
increased the influence of these schools in the social movements of Azerbaijan. The discourse that this small group presented
in opposition and sometimes conflict with social, political, and cultural taboos also attracted the attention of the lower classes.
In fact, this meant fulfilling the desire of modernists who, by creating a new educational structure, wanted to create a new
social base and be transformative from a cultural perspective. The importance of this point becomes even more apparent
when we consider the leading and influential role of this state as the crown capital and a key frontier state in many movements
of this period.
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