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ABSTRACT

Despite their distance from Iran’s political and cultural centers, local regions during the
Qajar period reflected and participated in various cultural processes of the era. Bavanat, a
region in northeastern Fars, was one such locality and served as the place of origin of a
number of influential cultural figures during this period. Accordingly, this study examines
the cultural agency of Bavanati elites during the Qajar period, with particular emphasis on
the reasons and factors underlying their inclination toward cultural activities. The study
employs a descriptive-analytical approach and draws on historical and documentary sources
as well as field studies. The findings indicate that the cultural agency of Bavanati elites
manifested itself in educational, scholarly, literary, journalistic, scribal, and manuscript-
copying activities. The scope of cultural activity undertaken by some Bavanati elites
extended beyond Iran. At the same time, the context within which the Bavanatis acted was
shaped by geographical-economic, communicational-transit, tribal-local, and political
structures. Alongside these structural factors, a combination of familial circumstances,
individual characteristics, and the social and intellectual environments in which Bavanati
elites lived and acted encouraged their inclination toward cultural activities. Bavanat’s
natural and religious milieu, exposure to Sufi environments, the dissemination of new ideas
through intellectual and reformist currents, and migration to regions outside Iran all
influenced their cultural agency. In addition, livelihood and status-related motivations, as
well as connections with centers of courtly power and influential families, constituted other
important factors and contexts contributing to the Bavanatis’ inclination toward cultural
activities.
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Extended Abstract

An Analysis of the Inclination of Bavanati Elites toward Cultural Agency during
the Qajar Period

Introduction

During the Qajar period (YY) +—1¥V£¢ AH), local regions took part in the era's political, social, and cultural transformations,
each according to its own capacities. Bavanat, in northeastern Fars, was one such region, from which a considerable number
of elites emerged and became active in various fields amid the historical transformations of the period. Despite the historical
significance of the region and the elites it produced at both local and national levels, existing information about them has
remained largely scattered and has mostly been limited to passing references. As a result, no independent historical study
has been devoted to the topic, leaving a significant research gap. Addressing this gap can lead to a more comprehensive
understanding of the relations between Bavanat and the provincial and governmental centers during the Qajar period.
Accordingly, the main questions of this study are: What fields did the cultural agency of Bavanatis cover during the Qajar
period? What factors contributed to the Bavanati elites' inclination toward cultural agency?

Research Method

Given the nature of the topic, this study employs a historical method with a descriptive-analytical approach. The research
data were collected from library sources, newly discovered documents, and field studies, and the information derived from
these sources was used to analyze the topic. In this process, individuals and families from Bavanat who were active in cultural
fields were identified, and evidence concerning their family backgrounds, individual characteristics, and the environments
in which they lived and worked was categorized and examined. This approach was used to explain the conditions and factors
that contributed to their inclination toward cultural agency. It should be noted that in this study, the term "Bavanati elites"
refers to individuals who maintained a sense of belonging to the Bavanat region, even if they were present in other cities and
cultural and political centers.

Discussion and Results

Bavanati elites were actively involved in cultural agency throughout the Qajar period. In some fields, particularly education,
they moved beyond traditional frameworks and connected themselves with the cultural transformations of their time. The
continuation of their activities across several generations in manuscript production and the press helped preserve and circulate
written knowledge and spread ideas within the intellectual sphere of society. Their cultural agency also led to the training of
culturally and politically active individuals, to the extent that some of their students later became statesmen and prominent
cultural figures. Alongside the diversity of their cultural activities, Bavanati elites represented a range of intellectual
orientations, including reformist, religious, mystical, and scientific tendencies. The cultural works and activities of some of
them took on a political character, with their active involvement in paving the way for and bringing about the Constitutional
movement in Fars representing one of its most significant manifestations. Family background also influenced the professional
interests of Bavanatis. This was most clearly reflected in their inclination toward manuscript production and copying, which
was associated with their membership in a familial network of Bavanati scribes. Influenced by their family backgrounds, the
personal characteristics of Bavanatis also affected the nature of their cultural activities. Nevertheless, the most significant
factor behind their inclination toward cultural agency was the interaction between individual characteristics and diverse
environmental contexts. At the local level, the natural and religious environment of Bavanat influenced the production of
lyrical works and works reflecting Shi'i culture. At the extra-local level, Sufi environments, new ideas articulated through
intellectual currents, and increased migration beyond Iran provided a context for the production of their cultural works.

Conclusion

The cultural agency of Bavanati elites during the Qajar period took diverse forms and was manifested in educational,
scholarly, and literary activities, including poetry, book writing, translation, manuscript copying and writing, and journalism.
At the same time, a set of interconnected structural factors—including the region's natural and economic geography, its
position within communication and transit networks, tribal-local relations, and the political structure—affected the
orientation and forms of Bavanati elites' agency. Alongside these structural factors, family background, individual
characteristics, and the environments in which they lived and worked contributed to their inclination toward cultural agency.
Connections with centers of power, the court, and influential families, as well as livelihood-related motivations, were also
among the factors contributing to the Bavanatis' inclination toward cultural agency.
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